
our mission

The mission of the Twin Towers Orphan Fund (TTOF) is to help mitigate the damage caused by the 
terrorist acts of September 11, 2001 by ensuring the children of the victims have as normal a life as 
possible. The TTOF provides long-term higher educational assistance and helps meet mental and 
physical health care needs for children who were orphaned (who lost one or both parents) in the World 
Trade Center, at the Pentagon, or onboard the four downed airliners. The TTOF will also provide for 
children of victims of future terrorist attacks. 

Founded on September 12, 2001, the TTOF is a long term support trust fund with a life span of more than 
20 years. TTOF is helping more than 1,200 children in 26 states and territories, including 32 babies born 
after 9/11/01. 

The TTOF has received a groundswell of support from elected officials, civic leaders, public corporations, 
and the charitable community across the nation.  TTOF also received &ÁÓÔ #ÏÍÐÁÎÙ -ÁÇÁÚÉÎÅȭÓfirst ever 
Ȱ&ÁÓÔ ΫΦ !×ÁÒÄȱ ÁÓ Á Ȱchampion of innovation whose achievements have led to significant changes in 
societyȢȱ

During the year, the charity adopted a new program named !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ #ÈÉÌÄ:

Honoring our nation's armed forces, America's Childprovides educational 
assistance and physical and mental healthcare assistance for the children of our 
military heroes: the fallen men and women who proudly sacrificed their lives 
fighting terrorism and whose strength and courage has kept our nation safe.  For 
additional information, please visit www.AmericasChild.org.



welcome

Michele Ritter
President & Chief Executive Officer
Twin Towers Orphan Fund

Rebuilding futures, one child at a time:More than a declaration or tagline, these words represent a 

clear, strong and powerful focus.  They not only reflect the determination the Twin Towers Orphan 

Fund has in continuing to fulfill its mission, but also the conviction of its successes. 

/ÕÒ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ÇÏÅÓ ÂÅÙÏÎÄ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓÉÎÇ Á ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÉÍÍÅÄÉÁÔÅ ÎÅÅÄ ÏÒ ÉÌÌÎÅÓÓȢ  !Ó ÁÎ ÁÄÖÏÃÁÔÅ ÁÎÄ Á 

resource for children of 9/11 and their families, we strive to make the greatest difference possible in 

the health and well being of all our children.  Each of us has a personal reason for dedicating our 

energies to this special cause.  We are united in what inspires us on a daily basis; the chance to make a 

difference in the lives of children. We find inspiration in our ability to reach out to these children in 

need; to provide assistance with their higher education and well being; to offer the best information 

about other organizations that may be of assistance to them and their families; and to be an effective 

part of an expanded care team. 

This fiscal year, the Twin Towers Orphan Fund awarded nearly $175,000 to over 138 children ɀmade 

possible through the compassionate commitment of individuals, communities and corporations 

working together to rebuild futures.   Since inception, TTOF has distributed nearly $4 million dollars 

to fund over 700 higher education savings accounts in the names of the child beneficiaries, allocated 

$3 million dollars for mental and physical healthcare assistance, and awarded over $870,000 to 499 

children in direct assistance.  We wish to express our gratitude, thankfulness and appreciation to 

those who have shown loving hearts, kind efforts and sincere generosity towards the smallest of the 

9/11 victims, the children who lost parents.  Thank you for your support; we honor your compassion 

and contributions. 

As CEO, I want to share that we look ahead with excited anticipation to meet new children, families 

and friends.  We have done much, and we will do more.  Please join us in continuing to create 

brighter, more hopeful futures for the children of September 11, 2001 ɀone child at a time.
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1
Restoring hope
Repairing lives
Reviving spirits

2ÅÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÆÕÔÕÒÅÓȣ
one child at a time
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This has been a time of change for me 
and for Megan, Kyle and Sean, as all of 
us continue to adjust to life without 
Kevin. The children experience issues 
related to the loss of their father, from 
sleeplessness to sadness and anxiety, 
but these are intertwined with many 
joyful times as well. We remember 
Kevin and his positive effect on our 
lives; I know he would be proud of us 
and of everyone supporting us.  We 
thank you; you have been a 
tremendous help.
Lori C.



DEDICATED TO PROVIDING HIGHER EDUCATION ASSISTANCE 
AND PHYSICAL AND MENTAL HEALTH CARE ASSISTANCE TO THE 
CHILDREN WHO LOST PARENTS ON SEPTEMBER 11, 2001.

programbenefits
Restoring Hope with Higher Education

Via individual Sec. 529 Education Saving Accounts funded in 

the names of the child beneficiaries, TTOF helps provide 

tuition assistance, room and board support, books and 

supplies to enrolled students at accredited two- and four-

year colleges and universities and recognized trade schools.

Repairing Liveswith Physical Healthcare

TTOF helps provide for (or reimburse for) approved and 

nationally recognized health care insurance programs, 

including paying for premiums, co-pays and deductibles, 

where applicable, for children under the age of 18, or older if 

continually enrolled in institutions of higher learning.

Reviving Spiritswith Mental Healthcare

TTOF helps provide supplemental long-term mental 

healthcare assistance by paying for premiums, co-pays and 

deductibles for individual and group counseling, where 

applicable, for children under the age of 18, or older if 

continually enrolled in institutions of higher learning.

Facing page, left to right, 
Kyle, Lori, Meghan and Sean.

Above, Sydney
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BENEFICIARIES INCLUDE OVER 1,200 CHILDREN IN 26 STATES AND 
TERRITORIES.  NEARLY 35 PERCENT OF THE CHILDREN ARE 11 YEARS OR 
YOUNGER ɀINCLUDING 32 BABIES BORN AFTER 9/11/01.  WE CONTINUE 
TO RECEIVE CHILD REGISTRATIONS.

programbeneficiaries
Male / Female

Male 

Female

53%

47%

Age

33%

32%

35%

6 ɀ11 

12 ɀ16

> 16

Location

41%

41%

18%

NY

NJ

Other

Nearly $4 million dollars has been distributed to fund over 700 college 

savings accounts in the names of the child beneficiaries.  An additional 

$3 million dollars has been allocated for mental and physical healthcare 

assistance, $396,500 has been allocated for future assistance, and over 

$1.1 million dollars has been distributed directly to children in need.

)Î ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÍÏÎÅÔÁÒÙ ÁÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÃÅȟ ×Å ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÇÕÁÒÄÉÁÎ 

information on other funds and organizations that may be of benefit to 

them and their family.
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)Î ÔÈÅÉÒ ×ÏÒÄÓȣ

I wanted to thank you and the Twin 
Towers Orphan Fund for helping my 
family. Your organization eased a 
tremendous burden from my family. 
)ȭÖÅ ÅÎÃÌÏÓÅÄ Á ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ ÍÙ 
daughters Emma and Katie. I 
wanted you to see the little faces of 
the children you have helped. We 
are forever grateful. Sheila S.

I am very grateful the Twin Towers 
Orphan Fund for your generosity 
and kindness. Were it not for folks 
like you, my family and I could not 
have survived this tragic ordeal. 
Thank you. Thomas H.

So much time has passed and our 
hearts are still broken. I regret we 
have not acknowledged your 
kindnesses more promptly; we are 
profoundly and sincerely grateful 
for your support. God Bless all of 
you.

Thank you for your continuing 
ÁÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ ×ÉÔÈ #ÈÒÉÓȭÓ ÍÅÄÉÃÁÌ 
expenses. I would also like to thank 
you for your assistance with my 
ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒ ,ÁÕÒÁȭÓ ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅ ÅØÐÅÎÓÅÓȢ 
Laura graduated on May 17, 2003 
with a B.A. Degree in Speech-
Language Pathology. I know her 
Dad would have been very proud of 
her. Thank you for helping to make 
it possible. Janet D.

My grandchildren are scared for life 
on the anniversary of 9/11; they 
relive their father falling 106 stories 
and it tears them apart.  Thank you 
for the help you have given them; 
you are making their lives easier.

If it were not for the generosity of 
the American public and the Twin 
Towers Orphan Fund, my family 
and I cold not have survived.  The 
assistance was not just needed, but 
also greatly appreciated.

4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÆÕÎÄ *ÏÓÅÐÈȭÓ ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅ ÅØÐÅÎÓÅÓȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÇÉÆÔ ÔÏ 
our family. It is an extraordinary example of the generosity and compassion of 
groups like yours, and the individuals like you; people who work so very hard to 
support us and stand with us in our grief. You have reached out to us in a spirit of 
genuine love and compassion, and we are very grateful to you and all those who 
work with you. We have been blessed and uplifted by your kindness, and we will 
always be grateful. 
Patricia C.
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f o u n d i n g

Ȱ). 4(% &5452%ȟ ) (/0% 4/ "2).' (/./2 4/ !,, 
THOSE THAT DIED THAT DAY, INCLUDING MY FATHER, 
BY ACCEPTING THE RESPONSIBILITY GIVEN TO ME, AND 
4/ 35##%%$ ). %6%29 7!9 ) +./7 (/7Ȣȱ

Evan Kanter
TTOF Higher Educational
Assistance Recipient
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On September 11, 2001, W. Knox Richardson and Michele Ritter watched in silence as the towers 
collapsed: one, then the other. The reporters were saying upwards of 50,000 people a day worked or 
visited  the World Trade Center.  Aloud, Richardson wondered how many people just lost their lives. 
2ÉÔÔÅÒ ÁÓËÅÄ ΅) ×ÏÎÄÅÒ ÈÏ× ÍÁÎÙ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÊÕÓÔ ÌÏÓÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓȢ΅ 4ÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÈÕÎÇ ÈÅÁÖÉÌÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÉÒȣ 
they knew they had to do something.

On September 11, 2001, within hours of the first explosion, not only was the idea for a charity to help 
the children formed, but also the plan to implement it. Richardson, a Public Relations professional in 
California, recruited Dana Victoria Sophia, his PR counterpart in New York. Together, they began 
exchanging e-mails on a PR Internet mailing list and within 24 hours had gathered enough PR support 
around the nation to build an instant national publicity campaign. 

In the meantime, Ritter, a business systems and technology professional, obtained the Twin Towers 
Orphan Fund domain, TTOF.ORG, and developed its web presence, infrastructure and primary source 
ÏÆ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÎÅ× ÆÕÎÄ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÌÏÃÁÌ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÃÈÁÒÉÔÙ ×ÈÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ 44/& ×ÉÔÈ 
start-up administrative support, accounting, legal services and their tax-exempt status. Together, this 
national group of caring individuals agreed to dedicate the time and energy necessary to raise 
awareness for this new charitable trust fund ɀand to help the surviving children of parents killed in the 
Twin Towers disaster, in the Pentagon and on board the ill-fated airliners.

The following day, The Twin Towers Orphan Fund was officially announced. It's mission: to provide 
long-term higher educational assistance and physical and mental healthcare assistance to the 
children who lost parents in the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001.  In the short weeks and 
months that followed, TTOF quickly grew from a concept ɀa desire to help ɀinto a national grass 
roots campaign supported by tens of thousands of everyday men, women and children around the 
nation: each driven by a simple desire to help create a brighter future for the children of 9/11.  Their 
efforts raised millions of dollars and touched thousands of lives. 

Today, the original coalition of co-ÆÏÕÎÄÅÒÓ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ Á ÖÉÔÁÌ ÒÏÌÅ ÁÓ Ȱ×ÁÔÃÈ-ÄÏÇȠȱ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÉÌÌ 
passionately involved ɀand at its helm ɀare Ritter and Richardson:  Ritter is the fund's President and 
CEO, and Richardson is its Chairman.  
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Amandaage 2
Thomas (deceased)
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